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Ted Barber Is Next Hall Of Fame Inductee

see Employee Of The Year, page 2

Teddy Barber, a scientist and community volunteer, 
will be the next Hall of Fame inductee at White Sands 
Missile Range. Barber’s nomination package singles out 
his outstanding work as a physicist with the Atmospheric 
Sciences Laboratory, his work to assist handicapped employ-
ees at White Sands, and his volunteer efforts with the Boy 
Scouts and his church in Las Cruces.  He was a well-rounded 
individual who made a lasting impact at work and in the 
community.

What made it more remarkable is that Barber ac-
complished it with the proverbial “one hand tied behind his 
back.” Barber was almost blinded at the age of 16 and spent 
the rest of his life with less than five percent of his vision in 
one eye and less than three percent in the other.  He didn’t 
drive a car and many simple things we take for granted were 
out of his reach, but that didn’t stop him.

Barber was born in Redmond, Oregon on May 14, 

1932.  After his vision was damaged at 16, the state of 
Oregon paid the costs for a reader. With that aid, Barber 
marched ahead and graduated from Madras Union High 
School in 1952. 

Barber then enrolled at Oregon State University where 
he earned a bachelor of science degree in general physics. 
Half of Barber’s tuition was paid by the Oregon State Com-
mission for the Blind.  He had to work a plethora of odd jobs 
to pay the other 50 percent – everything from warehouse-
man, dishwasher and lab assistant to farm laborer where he 
threw hay bales onto trucks. Ironically, Barber was given 
one concession in college – he was exempt from the physical 
fitness requirement.

Graduating in 1957, Barber soon accepted a job in June 
1958 as a physicist, GS-5, at the missile range’s Atmospheric 
Sciences Laboratory. At the lab, Barber was responsible for 
“formulating and performing research studies in atmospheric 

remote sensing.” His nomination 
package goes on to state, “Through 
laboratory and field experiments, as 
reported in presentations, journal pa-
pers and technical reports, he helped 
advance radiometric and lidar (light 
detection and ranging) techniques to 
determine the vertical distribution, 
concentration, and diurnal variability 
of atmospheric aerosol, and investi-
gated the effects of boundary layer 
aerosol on propagation of radiation.” 
He also helped develop and improve 
a technology to remotely measure the 
wind.

For the Army, this research had 
real-world implications in determin-
ing atmospheric impacts on artillery 
and high-energy laser propagation.

In 1979 Barber earned a master 
of science degree in physical chemis-
try from New Mexico State Univer-
sity. 

With his impressive resume of 
work developing, Barber was recog-

Teddy Barber by a computer graphics terminal he married together with a 
reading machine and a computer to help him read technical documents.
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Employee Of The Year
nized by the WSMR as the Outstanding Handicapped Em-
ployee for the year 1980.  The next year, the Department of 
Army awarded him the same recognition for the whole Army.

Most of Barber’s work was done with only a few adap-
tations to his work place. In 1979, that changed when several 
devices with the latest technology were turned over to Bar-
ber.  Not only did they assist him in his work but he became 
a bit of an expert and was able to critique and offer sugges-
tions on their design. He participated in panel discussions on 
the devices and completed case studies on equipment to aid 
those with poor vision.

In 1981, he presented an information paper concerning 
technical advancements at the national meeting of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science. He also 
served on the association’s Handicapped Scientific Advisory 
Group. 

Locally, Barber dedicated time to visually handicapped 
projects, to the Federation for the Blind and to the New Mex-
ico School for the Visually Handicapped.  Twice, in 1982 and 
1986, Barber received the President’s Trophy nomination for 
the state of New Mexico. The nominations were forwarded 
by the New Mexico governor’s committee on the Concerns 
of the Handicap and were made “for outstanding perfor-
mance in surmounting his handicap and facilitating employ-
ment of other handicapped individuals.”

In 1985, Barber was named Handicapped Worker of 
the Year by the Las Cruces Committee on the Concerns of 
the Handicapped. 

As an outdoor enthusiast and a mentor to young men, 
Barber found an outlet in Las Cruces with Troop 69 of the 
Boy Scouts of America.  He served as an adult leader begin-
ning in 1964 and as scoutmaster from 1967 to 1987.  As part 
of the troop, Barber participated with the boys on numerous 
camping and hiking trips as well as some huge, multi-day 
backpacking trips in the Southwest.

During his tenure as scoutmaster, 16 boys earned their 
Eagle Scout awards.  These young men went on to become 
professionals and leaders in their communities.  Of the many 
awards associated with Boy Scouts he received, Barber’s 

most personal one might be from the Eagle Scouts of Troop 
69 in 1986 designating him the “Eagle Maker.” 

Barber met Alice Maria Hermann at White Sands when 
she was working in the range’s typing pool.  They were mar-
ried in 1960 and had four children.  Alice died in 1988 and 
Ted died in 2004. 

The Hall of Fame induction ceremony will take place 
during a luncheon on August 16 at 11 a.m. in the missile 
range’s Frontier Club.  At press time, the menu and price had 
not yet been set. The deadline for reservations is Aug. 8.

If you have questions or would like to make a reserva-
tion, contact the Protocol Office at 575-678-1038.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Seeking Camp Cody Info
I know this has nothing to do with the missile range 

but I thought that with so many old-timers out there, I might 
find someone with a side interest in the old World War I 
training camp next to Deming. I plan to write a journal 
article about the camp and make a PowerPoint presentation 
with photos of the place.

I find the camp intriguing because at one point it held 
around 25,000 men preparing to go to France in 1918. That 
many men must have been quite an experience and a huge 
opportunity for tiny Deming. 

The opportunity didn’t last long. The Army poured 
money into building hundreds of structures only to abandon 
them in less than two years. For instance, they installed a 
large sewage system with an 80-foot by 100-foot septic tank.  
It cost hundreds of thousands of dollars and was never used.

Almost immediately after the war, the Army salvaged 
most of the material. The hospital was left and used by pri-
vate organizations through the 1930s when those structures 
burned.  Now, when looking at satellite images of the spot, 
the only remains are a few foundations from the hospital 
buildings and the huge concrete septic tank.

If you have material - photos or letters or newspaper 
clippings - and would be willing to share it with me, I’d ap-
preciate it. Shoot me an email at nebraska1950@comcast.net 
or call at 575-521-8771.   THANKS......Jim Eckles
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There have been many aha moments at White Sands 
Missile Range to include the ushering in of the Atomic, 
Missile and Space Ages. According to the Mirriam-Webster 
dictionary, an aha point is “a moment of sudden realiza-
tion, inspiration, insight, recognition, or comprehension.” 

I had the privilege of working at WSMR for 37 won-
derful years and was witness to some of those research and 
development miracles. However, for me, the greatest aha  
moments came when President John F. Kennedy visited the 
range on June 5, 1963 and when the space shuttle Columbia 
landed on March 30, 1982.  

I remember the visit of President Kennedy vividly as 
his helicopter landed at the parade field. When the door of 
his chopper opened and he stepped down, it was like Adonis 
descending from the heavens.  He was tanned, good looking, 
smiling and waving to the crowd, stopping to chat and shake 
hands.  

He was followed by Vice President Lyndon Johnson, 
who appeared to be in a hurry to get the President to the po-
dium for his greeting. A neighbor of mine from Las Cruces, 
who wanted to see the president, came out to WSMR for the 
event. She was about eight months pregnant and we made 
sure we were in the front row.   

President Kennedy noticed that she was pregnant 
and stopped to chat with her asking how many months was 
she, was her pregnancy going well, and proudly stating that 

My Aha Moments Working At White Sands
Jackie was also pregnant. I asked if Jackie’s pregnancy was 
going well, and we chatted briefly about that.  Vice President 
Johnson appeared somewhat annoyed by the amount of time 
the president was spending with my neighbor and urged him 
to move on to the podium.

The second aha moment was seeing the landing of the 
space shuttle Columbia.  I was privileged to be at the landing 
site waiting for it to make its appearance and landing.  

On the day of the landing  there was a terrible sand-
storm and the ferocity of the wind was so blinding and the 
grit stung your skin. It was one of the worst sand storms I 
have experienced in all my years of living here. 

A reporter from the ABC Network came over to 
interview me and asked “how do you people live out here?”  
Wanting to discourage further immigration to our small 
community, I said it was pretty tough, we had this weather 
frequently, and would not recommend coming out here to 
live because of the adverse weather conditions.  

The next day, the sky was clear with white clouds 
floating like cotton balls in the sky.  Then the lead planes ap-
peared in this azure blue sky, followed closely behind by the 
Columbia. To see the shuttle land was breathtaking. As the 
astronauts descended from the shuttle, greeted with applause 
from the crowd and the warm welcoming words from Com-
manding General Al Nord, I realized that I had been a wit-
ness to history - history that was again made at White Sands.  

What a place to work.  

By Frances Williams

JFK and New Mexico Congressman Joseph Montoya greet the crowd at WSMR.  WSMR photo.
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New Displays Planned For WSMR Museum

see Emphasis On Education, page 5

I hope everyone is enjoying 
their summer and having some suc-
cess in staying cool! Things are sure 
heating up here at your museum and I 
wanted to fill you in a bit about where we are going and what 
we are doing. 

It’s been a banner year for us regarding funding and 
U.S. Army Center Of Military History (CMH) support so 
there is a lot to tell. We currently have three contracts in 
place and working for Missile Park. First is a contract to 
have concrete cradle mounts designed and built for the large 
Mace – it has been on the ground after being taken down for 
safety issues a few years ago. We are looking forward to get-
ting it back on proper exhibit again.

Additionally, we received from Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base a tactical Redstone a few years ago and finally 
got the go-ahead (and dollars) to let a contract for the pads 
and mounts to get the pieces into Missile Park. The Redstone 
is in three trailers, plus the launch ring, and is still “in the 
wrappings.” Once those pads are poured and cured, the Red-
stone components will be moved into the park. 

Regarding current artifacts outside, I met with the 
Corps of Engineers and contractors on July 12th to begin the 
first of what should be a 5-year, $900K contract to refurbish 
and repaint everything. We have been pushing this for years 
so it’s nice to see it finally moving.

In the museum, we have received a commitment 
from CMH to fund the design, fabrication and installation 
of the new “Frontier Army in New Mexico” exhibit. This 
900-square foot exhibit will occupy the space where the gift 
shop was, and will focus on the Mexican War, the Civil War 
in NM, and the Apache Wars of the 19th century. As the only 
official army museum in the state, CMH has approved our 

adding this to our new storyline. 
We are also currently working with the missile range’s 

Department of Public Works (DPW) on the design and 
submission package for the new exhibit gallery, made pos-
sible through the $800K gift proffer from the White Sands 
Historical Foundation. The gift process is long and tedious, 
but we are optimistic that the package will be approved by 
“Big Army.” Then we can soon begin construction of a new 
gallery to replace the old temporary trailers that house the 
current exhibits. 

By Darren Court
WSMR Museum Director

The Air Force Mace missile on the ground at WSMR’s 
Missile Park - soon to ‘fly’ again.

A standard image of a Mace launch.  The Mace was the 
size of a small jet fighter and was an early American 
cruise missile. It had a range of about 600 miles. 
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Emphasis On Education CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Appropriately, as a cutting edge test facility during the 
Cold War, the missile range’s story will be told with new 
museum exhibits containing a number of interactive video 
kiosks using the newest technologies.  We will be using the 
latest digital aides to showcase the science, technology, and 
personnel that made WSMR great.

Also, we are working on a number of platforms which 
can be accessed through Android and iPhones which will 
give the visitor more information – text, photos, video - to 
make their visit more interactive and bring it alive. 

Finally, as part of the Center of Military History’s new 
push toward education and outreach  we continue to build 
downloadable packages for educators and students which 
will meet state and federal standards for history and STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and math) education, in ad-
dition to reaching out to local partners to bring not only more 
students to the installation, 
but us out into the commu-
nities. The days of artifact 
heavy, static museums are 
going away and we are 
meeting the challenge to 
move to a more dynamic, 
technologically driven, 
STEM-focused museum 
and learning center. 

Redstone shipping trailer for the thrust section. It’s big.

This illustration is from 
a 260-page pub called 
“This is Redstone.” It 
was produced by the 
Missile Division of the 
Chrysler Corporation, 
prime contractor for 
Redstone. It is a rosy 
picture of how trans-
portable the missile 
system is with the Doug-
las C-124 Globemaster.  
Actually the system con-
sists of about two dozen 
trucks, trailers, tankers 
and associated equip-
ment. It would take a 
small fleet of Globemas-
ters to move one mis-
sile. Much information, 
including the Chrysler 
document, Army field 
manuals, you name it, is 
at myarmyredstonedays.
com by Jim Ryan.  It is a 
great site.
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Scenes From Around White Sands In 1953

Before there was the smart phone or the com-
puter, there was the library and books.  Above, 
shoppers stock up at the commissary.

Range personnel appear 
relaxed giving blood dur-
ing a Red Cross drive.  
Once the needle was in, 
it looks like nap time on 
those beds. Kids enjoy the 
new recess equipment that 
came with the new school 
completed the year before.
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 KABOOM!!! Modified V-2 Crashes Outside Juarez

El Paso and Juarez were rocked Thursday night when 
a runaway German V-2 rocket fired from the White Sands 
Proving Ground in New Mexico crashed and exploded on 
top of a rocky knoll three and a half miles south of the Juarez 
business district.

The giant missile burst in a desolate area of jagged 
hills, gullies and boondock.

Lt. Col. Harold R. Turner, White Sands commanding 
officer, said failure of the rocket’s German-made gyroscope 
caused it to swerve from its set northerly course.

He said there was an error in judgment on the part of 
the safety control department in not shutting off the rocket 
motors as soon as it was determined the missile had swerved 
off course.

The violent blast, which shook virtually every building 
in both El Paso and Juarez, startled citizens of the two cities, 
who swamped newspaper offices, police headquarters and 
radio stations with anxious telephone inquiries.

The missile, of the type which terrorized wartime Eng-
land, landed about a half-mile south of Tepeyac Cemetery.

The terrific impact of the rocket, which contained only 
telemetering equipment, scooped out a perfectly rounded 
crater, about 50 feet in diameter and 24 feet deep. Only a few 
scraps of metal were around the crater when nearby residents 
reached the scene.

Army authorities from White Sands and Fort Bliss 
rushed to the spot as soon as they learned of the rocket’s fall 
and expressed to Mexican officials their regret at the rocket 
falling on Mexican soil.

Colonel Turner said the missile was fired at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday. He said the rocket reached an altitude of 40 miles 
and was in flight five minutes.

He said the V-2 was being used to test certain compo-
nent parts in American-made rockets.

Colonel Turner explained that the explosion actually 
was concussion caused by the force of the 4½-ton V-2 ram-
ming the earth at 12 miles per minute.

The alcohol and liquid oxygen with which the rocket is 
fueled would only burn and would not explode, the colonel 
explained.

Mexican soldiers were ordered in the crater to mount 
guard. They were stationed on the rim, aiding American 
military policemen to keep sight-seers and souvenir hunters 
from the area.

The site is half a mile from Buena Vista airport, where 
13 planes were shaken by the blast, and a mile and a half 
from an oil plant. Many Juarez citizens at first believed the 
oil plant had exploded.

Wild rumors circulated in El Paso before cause of the 

blast was ascertained. One man said a “box car full of dyna-
mite” had exploded in South El Paso, devastating the section, 
while another was certain “an underground gasoline storage 
dump” had blown up.

Many El Pasoans spotted the rocket’s vapor trail after 
the missile was fired at White Sands, and a few minutes later 
heard a terrific explosion and smoke rising in the direction of 
Juarez.

Lt. Col. John Carroll, former R.O.T.C. commander of 
El Paso schools, was just leaving Fort Bliss when he saw 
both the vapor trail and the blast.

Morris J. Boretz, who was en route to Southwestern 
General Hospital to visit his daughter, said he was at Brown 
Street and Rim Road when he saw the rocket leaving White 
Sands and saw the crash south of the Rio Grande, looking 
like a miniature atomic bomb explosion.

Others who saw the spectacle were R.E. Nelson, 5801 
Auburn Street; Frank Moltans of the Times circulation staff; 
Wencis Tovar, 3703 Pera Street; Mrs. S.C. Cox, 3660 Doug-
las Street.

Lt. Col. George F. Pindar, commanding officer, First 
Guided Missile Battalion, White Sands, made the first of-
ficial investigation into the rocket crash. He sped to the scene 
at about 8 p.m. under orders of Major Gen. John L. Homer, 
Fort Bliss commander.

Colonel Pindar was in El Paso at the time of the firing. 
He said he watched the rocket rise with a long tail of flame. 
Then the rocket appeared to hesitate and almost fade from 
view. Colonel Pindar looked away for a moment and when 
he next looked at the rocket it was moving overhead at a high 
rate of speed, traveling south toward El Paso. A moment later 
he heard the explosion that rocked the city.

Meanwhile Thursday night, an emergency squad of 
eight Fort Bliss soldiers were searching the western slope of 
Mount Franklin for evidence of a second explosion reported 
seen by General Homer.

He told Colonel Pindar that he saw a smaller explo-
sion just prior to the Juarez blast several miles over the crest 
of Mount Franklin on the west side. Colonel Pindar said it 
was possible that a portion of the rocket had sheared off and 
dropped on Mount Franklin.

Detective W.D. White of El Paso Police Department, 
another eyewitness to the explosion, was at the corner of 
Mesa Avenue and Ninth Street looking in the direction of 
Juarez when the rocket landed.

“Flames shot into the air like a mushroom,” White 
said. “It looked just like a haystack on fire.”

Victor Robinson, 3907 Fort Boulevard, said, “I saw the 
rocket go right over our house. It looked like it was going to 
land in the middle of town.”

Three windows were broken in Fire Chief Joe Boone’s 
office by the concussion. An electric clock in the Sheriff’s 
was stopped at exactly 7:32 p.m. by the shock.

Sheriff’s Deputy William Stoddard reported that the 
shock was felt as far west as Anthony and south to Fabens.

Editor’s Note: This article about the modified V-2 rocket 
(Hermes II) that crashed outside Juarez on May 29, 1947 
is courtesy of the El Paso Times Archives. Would WSMR 
have developed into the busy test range it became if this 
vehicle had crashed into the heart of Juarez or El Paso? 
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I took this photo of a mountain lion cub on White Sands while escorting a National 
Geographic photographer who was covering the 10-year puma study. Biologists Ken 
Logan and Linda Sweanor estimated the young male was probably about three weeks 
old.  He couldn’t walk yet.  They weighed him and put a bright tag in his ear so he 
could be easily identified from a distance as he matured.        Jim Eckles


